
Arab and Arab American Feminisms: Gender,
Violence, and Belonging (Gender, Culture,
and Politics in the Middle East)

From Syracuse University Press

Arab and Arab American Feminisms: Gender, Violence, and Belonging
(Gender, Culture, and Politics in the Middle East) From Syracuse University
Press

In this collection, Arab and Arab American feminists enlist their intimate
experiences to challenge simplistic and long-held assumptions about gender,
sexuality, and commitments to feminism and justice-centered struggles among
Arab communities. Contributors hail from multiple geographical sites,
spiritualities, occupations, sexualities, class backgrounds, and generations. Poets,
creative writers, artists, scholars, and activists employ a mix of genres to express
feminist issues and highlight how Arab and Arab American feminist perspectives
simultaneously inhabit multiple, overlapping, and intersecting spaces: within
families and communities; in anticolonial and antiracist struggles; in debates over
spirituality and the divine; within radical, feminist, and queer spaces; in academia
and on the street; and among each other.
Contributors explore themes as diverse as the intersections between gender,
sexuality, Orientalism, racism, Islamophobia, and Zionism, and the restoration of
Arab Jews to Arab American histories. This book asks how members of diasporic
communities navigate their sense of belonging when the country in which they
live wages wars in the lands of their ancestors. Arab and Arab American
Feminisms opens up new possibilities for placing grounded Arab and Arab
American feminist perspectives at the center of gender studies, Middle East
studies, American studies, and ethnic studies.
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In this collection, Arab and Arab American feminists enlist their intimate experiences to challenge simplistic
and long-held assumptions about gender, sexuality, and commitments to feminism and justice-centered
struggles among Arab communities. Contributors hail from multiple geographical sites, spiritualities,
occupations, sexualities, class backgrounds, and generations. Poets, creative writers, artists, scholars, and
activists employ a mix of genres to express feminist issues and highlight how Arab and Arab American
feminist perspectives simultaneously inhabit multiple, overlapping, and intersecting spaces: within families
and communities; in anticolonial and antiracist struggles; in debates over spirituality and the divine; within
radical, feminist, and queer spaces; in academia and on the street; and among each other.
Contributors explore themes as diverse as the intersections between gender, sexuality, Orientalism, racism,
Islamophobia, and Zionism, and the restoration of Arab Jews to Arab American histories. This book asks
how members of diasporic communities navigate their sense of belonging when the country in which they
live wages wars in the lands of their ancestors. Arab and Arab American Feminisms opens up new possibili-
ties for placing grounded Arab and Arab American feminist perspectives at the center of gender studies,
Middle East studies, American studies, and ethnic studies.
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Editorial Review

Review
While several chapters feel crucial to
current discussions of transnational feminist solidarity--Mohja Kahf s
Pity Committee and the Careful Reader and an interview with Ella
Shohat--the book s approach and value is perhaps most visible in one of
its more striking essays, Amal Amireh s Palestinian Women s Disappearing
Act: The Suicide Bomber !rough Western Feminist Eyes. --Women's Studies Quarterly

A dynamic and multifaceted as well as intimate narrative of the pattern of rising xenophobia against Arabs
and Muslims in the post-September 11, 2001, United States. --Choice

2012 Arab American Book Award Winner for Non-Fiction --National Arab American Museum

About the Author
Rabab Abdulhadi is associate professor of ethnic studies and senior scholar of the Arab and Muslim
Ethnicities and Diasporas Initiative at San Francisco State University. Evelyn Alsultany is assistant professor
in the Program in American Culture at the University of Michigan. Nadine Naber is assistant professor in the
Department of Women’s Studies and the Program in American Culture at the University of Michigan.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ronald Finch:

This Arab and Arab American Feminisms: Gender, Violence, and Belonging (Gender, Culture, and Politics
in the Middle East) are generally reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key
reason why of this Arab and Arab American Feminisms: Gender, Violence, and Belonging (Gender, Culture,
and Politics in the Middle East) can be among the great books you must have will be giving you more than
just simple studying food but feed anyone with information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge.
This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book and
printed versions. Beside that this Arab and Arab American Feminisms: Gender, Violence, and Belonging
(Gender, Culture, and Politics in the Middle East) giving you an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have
it and luxuriate in reading.

Chad Steinberger:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the particular book you have



read is actually Arab and Arab American Feminisms: Gender, Violence, and Belonging (Gender, Culture,
and Politics in the Middle East).

Sue Eldred:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Arab and Arab American Feminisms: Gender, Violence, and Belonging (Gender, Culture, and
Politics in the Middle East) your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that
maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a
e-book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of.
The Arab and Arab American Feminisms: Gender, Violence, and Belonging (Gender, Culture, and Politics in
the Middle East) giving you yet another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you
useful information for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern is your
body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a game. Do you
want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Paul Mendosa:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. That Arab and Arab American Feminisms: Gender, Violence, and
Belonging (Gender, Culture, and Politics in the Middle East) can give you a lot of pals because by you taking
a look at this one book you have thing that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person.
This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that might
be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than some other make you to be great folks. So , why
hesitate? Let's have Arab and Arab American Feminisms: Gender, Violence, and Belonging (Gender,
Culture, and Politics in the Middle East).
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