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This guide to playreading for students and practitioners of both theater and
literature complements, rather then contradicts or repeats, traditional methods of
literary analysis of scripts.

Ball developed his method during his work as Literary Director at the Guthrie
Theater, building his guide on the crafts playwrights of every period and style use
to make their plays stageworthy. The text is full of tools for students and
practitioners to use as they investigate plot, character, theme, exposition,
imagery, motivation/obstacle/conflict, theatricality, and the other crucial parts of
the superstructure of a play. He includes guides for discovering what the
playwright considers the play’s most important elements, thus permitting
interpretation based on the foundation of the play rather than its details.

Using Hamlet as illustration, Ball assures a familiar base for illustrating script-
reading techniques as well as examples of the kinds of misinterpretation readers
can fall prey to by ignoring the craft of the playwright. Of immense utility to
those who want to put plays on the stage (actors, directors, designers, production
specialists) Backwards and Forwards is also a fine playwriting manual because
the structures it describes are the primary tools of the playwright.
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This guide to playreading for students and practitioners of both theater and literature complements, rather
then contradicts or repeats, traditional methods of literary analysis of scripts.

Ball developed his method during his work as Literary Director at the Guthrie Theater, building his guide on
the crafts playwrights of every period and style use to make their plays stageworthy. The text is full of tools
for students and practitioners to use as they investigate plot, character, theme, exposition, imagery,
motivation/obstacle/conflict, theatricality, and the other crucial parts of the superstructure of a play. He
includes guides for discovering what the playwright considers the play’s most important elements, thus
permitting interpretation based on the foundation of the play rather than its details.

Using Hamlet as illustration, Ball assures a familiar base for illustrating script-reading techniques as well as
examples of the kinds of misinterpretation readers can fall prey to by ignoring the craft of the playwright. Of
immense utility to those who want to put plays on the stage (actors, directors, designers, production
specialists) Backwards and Forwards is also a fine playwriting manual because the structures it describes are
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Editorial Review

Review

“In fewer than 100 pages, this marvelously instructive book shows how to unlock the secrets of plot,
character, theme, exposition, imagery, motivation, conflict, theatricality and pacing… Our editor says he
learned more about dramatic structure in the few hours he spent with this 96-page book than he has in his 20-
years of theater experience.”—Stage Directions

“Ball wrote [Backwards and Forwards] to help people who put on plays understand how a play works… He
argues that scripts represent a special kind of writing—because it is writing meant to be staged, not read—
and thus requires special reading techniques; these techniques are what he offers.”—Dramatics

About the Author

David Ball wrote Backwards and Forwards when he was  Professor of playwriting, acting, theater history,
and literature at Carnegie-Mellon University. He had earlier been on the senior directing and literary staffs at
the Guthrie Theater in Minneapolis, and more recently was Head of Drama at Duke University during that
department's "Golden Years." His students have gone on to win  Emmies, Oscars, Obies, and Tony awards in
every area of theater, TV, and film.  Backwards and Forwards has been the field's standard text for a quarter
century, making Dr. Ball one of the most influential and respected of theater and film theorists, educators,
and trainers of his generation. His own professional directing, producing, and writing credits encompass
Broadway, off-Broadway, regional theater, and film; and his landmark adaptation of Moliere's The
Miser was staged in major regional theaters from coast to coast as one of Theatre de la Jeune Lune's Tony-
award-winning productions.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Inge Reader:

The event that you get from Backwards & Forwards: A Technical Manual for Reading Plays could be the
more deep you rooting the information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading
it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Backwards & Forwards: A Technical Manual for
Reading Plays giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in a number of way that
can be understood by anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough.
This kind of book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go
along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this Backwards & Forwards:
A Technical Manual for Reading Plays instantly.

Silvia Washington:

This Backwards & Forwards: A Technical Manual for Reading Plays usually are reliable for you who want



to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Backwards & Forwards: A Technical
Manual for Reading Plays can be one of the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just
simple examining food but feed an individual with information that maybe will shock your prior knowledge.
This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book
and printed people. Beside that this Backwards & Forwards: A Technical Manual for Reading Plays giving
you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we all
know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

George Gentry:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for you is Backwards & Forwards: A Technical Manual for Reading Plays this publication
consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the
world has grown up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer
made some investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book appropriate all of you.

Lester Magno:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Backwards & Forwards: A Technical
Manual for Reading Plays to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read
it and mingle the opinion about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to
open a book and study it. Beside that the reserve Backwards & Forwards: A Technical Manual for Reading
Plays can to be your friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.

Download and Read Online Backwards & Forwards: A Technical
Manual for Reading Plays By David Ball #YO01DSCM32W



Read Backwards & Forwards: A Technical Manual for Reading
Plays By David Ball for online ebook

Backwards & Forwards: A Technical Manual for Reading Plays By David Ball Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio
books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book
reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to
read, top books to read Backwards & Forwards: A Technical Manual for Reading Plays By David Ball books
to read online.

Online Backwards & Forwards: A Technical Manual for Reading Plays By David Ball
ebook PDF download

Backwards & Forwards: A Technical Manual for Reading Plays By David Ball Doc

Backwards & Forwards: A Technical Manual for Reading Plays By David Ball Mobipocket

Backwards & Forwards: A Technical Manual for Reading Plays By David Ball EPub

YO01DSCM32W: Backwards & Forwards: A Technical Manual for Reading Plays By David Ball


