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The amazing tale of “County” is the story of one of America’s oldest and most
unusual urban hospitals. From its inception as a “poor house” dispensing free
medical care to indigents, Chicago’s Cook County Hospital has been renowned
as a teaching hospital and the healthcare provider of last resort for the city’s
uninsured. Ansell covers more than thirty years of its history, beginning in the
late 1970s when the author began his internship, to the “Final Rounds” when the
enormous iconic Victorian hospital building was replaced. Ansell writes of the
hundreds of doctors who underwent rigorous training with him. He writes of
politics, from contentious union strikes to battles against “patient dumping,” and
public health, depicting the AIDS crisis and the Out of Printening of County’s
HIV/AIDS clinic, the first in the city. And finally it is a coming-of-age story for a
young doctor set against a backdrOut of Print of race, segregation, and poverty.
This is a riveting account.
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Editorial Review

Review
Chicago Tribune, July 20, 2011

 " "County" is a landmark book, brave and angry and indispensable" .... Julia Keller, Cultural Critic

"With the nation's focus on a national health-care policy providing quality medical services to citizens
regardless of race, ethnicity and income level, Ansell's expose will shock and motivate readers to take a
stand on the issue-" Publisher's Weekly

"..when it comes to the stories of his patients, many of whom he cared for over decades, from clinic to
hospital to funeral, Dr. Ansell soars-" New York Times

"His gift for describing the connections between social forces and medical care, coupled with the vivid
patient stories interspersed with trenchant critiques of the politics of health care, make this work stand out-"
Library Journal

The Wall Street Journal, December 20, 2011

Laura Landro, Healing Reads (one of) " The Year's Five Best Books"

"County is a landmark book, brave, angry and indispensable not least because Ansell declared... Obamacare
was no breakthrough." — Chicago Tribune

"When it comes to the stories of his patients, many of whom he cared for over decades from clinic to hospital
to funeral, Ansell soars." — New York Times

"With the nation's focus on a national health-care policy providing quality medical services to citizens
regardless of race, ethnicity, and income level, Ansell's exposé will shock and motivate readers to take a
stand on the issue." — Publishers Weekly

"Ansell skillfully humanizes questions of health-care policy by describing real-life scenarios... his gift for
making the connections between social forces and medical care, coupled with the vivid patient stories
interspersed with trenchant critiques of the politics of health care, makes this work stand out."
— Library Journal

About the Author
DAVID A. ANSELL, M.D., MPH is the vice president of Clinical Affairs and chief medical officer at Rush
University. He lives in Oak Park with his wife of thirty-six years, Dr. Paula Grabler, who also trained at
Cook County Hospital. They have two grown children. During his scarce leisure time, he enjoys reading,
exercising and gardening.



For more info on the author and event listings visit: www.countythebook.com

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Doris Simmons:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill
your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If
you want to try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled County: Life, Death and Politics at Chicago's
Public Hospital can be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Michael Green:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find e-book that need more time to be go through. County: Life, Death and Politics at Chicago's Public
Hospital can be your answer given it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.

Donald Burgess:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics,
as well as soon. The County: Life, Death and Politics at Chicago's Public Hospital provide you with a new
experience in examining a book.

Judy Yelle:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or even make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this County: Life, Death and Politics at Chicago's Public Hospital can make you truly
feel more interested to read.
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