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Jean Franco’s work as a pathbreaking theorist, cultural critic, and scholar has
helped to define Latin American studies over the last three decades. In the
process, Franco has played a crucial role in developing cultural studies in both
the English- and Spanish-speaking worlds. Critical Passions is the first volume
to gather a wide-ranging selection of Franco’s influential essays.
A key participant in the major debates in Latin American studies—beginning
with the “boom” period of the 1960s and continuing through debates on ideology
and discourse, Marxism, mass culture, and postmodernism—Franco is
recognized for her feminist critique of Latin American writing. While her
principal books are all readily available, Franco’s several dozen articles are
dispersed in a variety of periodicals in Latin America, Europe, and the United
States. Although many of these essays are considered pioneering and classic,
they have never before been collected in a single work. In this volume, Mary
Louise Pratt and Kathleen Newman have organized the essays into four
interrelated sections: feminism and the critique of authoritarianism, mass and
popular culture, Latin American literature from the “boom” onward, and the
cultural history of Mexico. As a group, these writings demonstrate Franco’s
ability to reflect on and judge with equal seriousness all spheres of expression,
whether subway graffiti, a fashion manual, or an avant-garde haiku. A bona fide
fan of popular and mass media, Franco never allows her critiques to dissolve into
the puritanical or reductive; instead, she finds ways to present and debate
complex theoretical questions in direct and accessible language.
This volume will draw an extensive readership in Latin American, cultural, and
women’s studies.
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Jean Franco’s work as a pathbreaking theorist, cultural critic, and scholar has helped to define Latin
American studies over the last three decades. In the process, Franco has played a crucial role in developing
cultural studies in both the English- and Spanish-speaking worlds. Critical Passions is the first volume to
gather a wide-ranging selection of Franco’s influential essays.
A key participant in the major debates in Latin American studies—beginning with the “boom” period of the
1960s and continuing through debates on ideology and discourse, Marxism, mass culture, and
postmodernism—Franco is recognized for her feminist critique of Latin American writing. While her
principal books are all readily available, Franco’s several dozen articles are dispersed in a variety of
periodicals in Latin America, Europe, and the United States. Although many of these essays are considered
pioneering and classic, they have never before been collected in a single work. In this volume, Mary Louise
Pratt and Kathleen Newman have organized the essays into four interrelated sections: feminism and the
critique of authoritarianism, mass and popular culture, Latin American literature from the “boom” onward,
and the cultural history of Mexico. As a group, these writings demonstrate Franco’s ability to reflect on and
judge with equal seriousness all spheres of expression, whether subway graffiti, a fashion manual, or an
avant-garde haiku. A bona fide fan of popular and mass media, Franco never allows her critiques to dissolve
into the puritanical or reductive; instead, she finds ways to present and debate complex theoretical questions
in direct and accessible language.
This volume will draw an extensive readership in Latin American, cultural, and women’s studies.
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Editorial Review

Review

“A formidable compendium of Franco’s critical thought, attesting to the evolution of a brilliant avant-garde
intellectual who has set the pace for serious inquiry in the Latin American field as we know it today. Critical
Passions is not simply a tribute to Franco but an urgent recounting of the progression of a field of study that
she has helped shape.”—Francine Masiello, author of Between Civilization and Barbarism: Women, Nation,
and Literary Culture in Modern Argentina

“Pratt and Newman have done the critical readership an immense service by collecting these far-flung essays
by one of our foremost critics. This learned feminist touches upon issues of history and identity, of cultural
politics and the study of globality, from a political perspective that remains resolutely focused on social
justice.”—Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, author of A Critique of Postcolonial Reason: Toward a History of
the Vanishing Present

“The essays collected in this volume reflect the range, innovativeness, theoretical clarity, and analytical
power that have made Jean Franco’s work a beacon of light in the study of Latin American culture.”—Susan
Kirkpatrick, author of Las Romanticas: Women Writers and Subjectivity in Spain

From the Back Cover
"The essays collected in this volume reflect the range, innovativeness, theoretical clarity, and analytical
power that have made Jean Franco's work a beacon of light in the study of Latin American culture."--Susan
Kirkpatrick, author of "Las Romanticas: Women Writers and Subjectivity in Spain"

About the Author

Jean Franco is Professor Emerita of English and Comparative Literature at Columbia University. She is the
winner of the 1996 PEN award for lifetime contribution to disseminating Latin American literature in
English, and has been recognized by both the Chilean and Venezuelan governments with the Gabriela
Mistral Medal and the Andres Bello Medal for advancing literary scholarship on Latin American literature in
the United States. Her previous books include Plotting Women: Gender and Representation in Mexico,
César Vallejo: The Dialectics of Poetry and Silence, and A Literary History of Spain and Spanish.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Pauline Stern:

The book Critical Passions: Selected Essays (Post-Contemporary Interventions) can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book Critical
Passions: Selected Essays (Post-Contemporary Interventions)? A few of you have a different opinion about



reserve. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to
closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is
possible to share all of these. Book Critical Passions: Selected Essays (Post-Contemporary Interventions) has
simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by
open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Sally McGarvey:

This book untitled Critical Passions: Selected Essays (Post-Contemporary Interventions) to be one of several
books that best seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit in it.
You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it via online. The publisher
with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this
book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you to past this reserve from your list.

Janice Martin:

The reason? Because this Critical Passions: Selected Essays (Post-Contemporary Interventions) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with
the secret this inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey
the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going
to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have such as help
improving your proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I
were being you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Emery Flores:

This Critical Passions: Selected Essays (Post-Contemporary Interventions) is completely new way for you
who has interest to look for some information given it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you
onto it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this
Critical Passions: Selected Essays (Post-Contemporary Interventions) can be the light food for yourself
because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone. These books produce itself in
the form and that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in
reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a
e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So ,
don't miss this! Just read this e-book sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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