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What isacult? Why do they emerge? Who joins them? And why do tragedies
such as Waco and Jonestown occur? This reader brings together the voices of
historians, sociologists, and psychol ogists of religion to address these key
guestions about new religious movements.

- Looks at theoretical explanations for cults, why people join and what happens
when they do.

- Brings together the best work on cults by sociologists, historians, and
psychologists of religion.

- A broad-ranging, balanced and clearly organized collection of readings.

- Includes coverage of topical issues, such as the 'brainwashing' controversy, and
cultsin cyberspace.

- Section introductions by the editor situate the nature, value, and relevance of
the selected readings in context of current discussions.
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- Brings together the best work on cults by sociologists, historians, and psychologists of religion.

- A broad-ranging, balanced and clearly organized collection of readings.
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context of current discussions.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Thisis asuperb collection which will effectively introduce some readersto the field of NRM studies, and
which isindispensable for any course on alternative religions. The volume really represents some sort of a

milestone and its publication may indicate that the scholarly study of NRMs has 'arrived'.” Nova Religio

"Thisisavaluable reader and one which deserves to become part of the landscape.” Gerald Vinten,
European Business School, London

"The book is very useful for students, scholars of different disciplines, and lay readers to get an idea of the
scientific response to publicly debated issues about new religions. Furthermore, with bibliographies at the
end of each article, it also provides an excellent starting point for further study." Marburg Journal of
Religion

"The editor has collected a number of fine writings by leading authors, theorists and researchersin the field
of NRMs. One find understandable and accessible essays by historians, sociologists and psychologists of
religion and other scholars well known for their work on the subject and/or famousin their disciplines ... For
readers interested in the phenomenon the book is very readable and can open up a new world - a balanced
world without prejudice.” Journal of Empirical Theology

Review
Review copy sent 31/01/12: The Journal of Academic Researchesin Religious Studies

From the Back Cover

What is a cult? Why do they emerge? Who joins them? And why do tragedies such as Waco and Jonestown
occur? This Reader brings together the voices of historians, sociologists, and psychologists of religion to
address these key questions about new religious movements.

The volume opens with an introductory essay by the editor, and each section is prefaced by a brief essay
outlining the issues at stake, the state of current discussion, and the nature, value, and relevance of the
selected readings. The readings themselves are broad-ranging and include coverage of topical questions, such
as the ‘brainwashing' controversy, sexual deviance and gender issues, and cults in cyberspace.

This collection enables readers to gain a clear understanding of the phenomenon of new religious movements
in modern culture and to replace prejudice and speculation with reliable insights into the nature of cult
activity.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Kevin Primeaux:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Cults and New Religious Movements: A Reader. You
can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how isimportant some
sort of book Cults and New Religious Movements: A Reader. Y ou can add understanding and of course you
can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can realize everything!
From your country till foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing
you may know that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching by internet unit. It is called e-book.
Y ou may use it when you feel fed up to go to thelibrary. Let's read.

Richard Sims;

The book Cults and New Religious Movements: A Reader make you feel enjoy for your sparetime. Y ou can
utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting strain or
having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Cults and New
Religious Movements: A Reader to become your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your
capable, increase your knowledge about afew or al subjects. Y ou can know everything if you like available
and read areserve Cults and New Religious Movements: A Reader. Kinds of book are alot of. It meansthat,
science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Arturo McDanid:

The reason why? Because this Cults and New Religious Movements: A Reader is an unordinary book that
the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret the idea
inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way
makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So ,
itisgood for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you a
lot of advantages than the other book get such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
method. So, still want to postpone having that book? If | were you | will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Linda Livingston:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find alot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. Y ou
can observe that now, alot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended
to you personally is Cults and New Religious Movements. A Reader this guide consist alot of the
information on the condition of this world now. This book was represented how do the world has grown up.
The words styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.
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