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Politics is all about power, and power--its composition, creation, and use--
pervades this unique and clearly written assessment of the paradigms by which
anthropologists explain and understand political phenomena. In Political
Anthropology, Donald V. Kurtz examines how anthropologists think about
politics, political organizations, and problems fundamental to political
anthropology. He explores the ideas by which they address universal political
concerns, the paradigms that direct political research by anthropologists, and
political topics of special interest.The universal political concerns include ideas
related to political power, leadership, the legitimation of authority, and rules that
regulate succession to political statuses and offices. Kurtz relates these concerns
to the paradigms that provide the research strategies anthropologists use to
examine political phenomena; he investigates structural functionalism,
processualism, political economy, and political evolution. Postmodernism
provides a fifth research strategy characterized by an eclectic approach to politics
that suggests its paradigmatic status is still unformulated. The analysis concludes
with a consideration of ideas related to state formations.
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Politics is all about power, and power--its composition, creation, and use--pervades this unique and clearly
written assessment of the paradigms by which anthropologists explain and understand political phenomena.
In Political Anthropology, Donald V. Kurtz examines how anthropologists think about politics, political
organizations, and problems fundamental to political anthropology. He explores the ideas by which they
address universal political concerns, the paradigms that direct political research by anthropologists, and
political topics of special interest.The universal political concerns include ideas related to political power,
leadership, the legitimation of authority, and rules that regulate succession to political statuses and offices.
Kurtz relates these concerns to the paradigms that provide the research strategies anthropologists use to
examine political phenomena; he investigates structural functionalism, processualism, political economy, and
political evolution. Postmodernism provides a fifth research strategy characterized by an eclectic approach to
politics that suggests its paradigmatic status is still unformulated. The analysis concludes with a
consideration of ideas related to state formations.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Donald V. Kurtz  is Professor Emeritus of Anthropology at the University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee and
has current affiliations with departments of Anthropology at the University of Texas – San Antonio and
Southwest Texas State University. He is the author of The Politics of a Poverty Habitat, Contradictions and
Conflict: A Dialectical Political Anthropology of a University in Western India, and Hegemony and
Anthropology: Gramsci, Exegetes, Transformations.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charles Stephens:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may know that
book is very important for all of us. The book Political Anthropology: Power And Paradigms has been
making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is quite
advantages for you. The publication Political Anthropology: Power And Paradigms is not only giving you a
lot more new information but also to become your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your
own spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship together with the book Political
Anthropology: Power And Paradigms. You never feel lose out for everything in the event you read some
books.

Marie Griffin:

This Political Anthropology: Power And Paradigms book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then
the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely information inside this
guide incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will
get. This kind of Political Anthropology: Power And Paradigms without we realize teach the one who
examining it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be worry Political Anthropology:
Power And Paradigms can bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' become full
because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Political Anthropology: Power And
Paradigms having very good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience uninterested
in reading.

Diana Pearson:

The publication with title Political Anthropology: Power And Paradigms contains a lot of information that
you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This particular book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently. That
is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you
throughout new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this



anywhere you want.

Mary Bessler:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Political Anthropology: Power And Paradigms can be
the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time
by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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