
Ruthless: A Memoir

By Jerry Heller

Ruthless: A Memoir By Jerry Heller

"PAYBACK'S A BITCH, JERRY."

The words scrawled crudely across Jerry Heller's bedroom mirror that afternoon
meant the rap wars had suddenly escalated. In the battle of his life over the
ragingly successful music label he had helped found, Ruthless Records, Heller
had seen death threats, strong-arming, and beatings. Now the violence had come
home when his enemies burglarized his house, jacked his Corvette, and left
behind this sneering piece of graffito.

Heller didn't get mad; he got even. Ruthless tells the explosive story of Jerry
Heller's alliance with Eric Wright, aka Eazy-E, one of the legends of rap music
and a founding member of N.W.A., "the world's most dangerous band." As a
longtime music industry superagent, Heller had the skill and insight necessary to
guide N.W.A.'s cometlike rise to the top of the charts. Along the way there were
raucous nationwide tours, out-of-control MTV pool parties, and X-rated business
meetings. Heller held on through the brutal shocks and reversals of the Ruthless
Records era, which saw the label being targeted by the FBI, and its principal
artists locked in bitter conflict, until a final turnaround placed Ruthless at the top
of the heap once more. Always in the middle of the whirlwind were Jerry and
Eazy, an odd-couple pairing that represents one of the deepest and most
appealing stories in American music.

You don't have to be an N.W.A. fan to love Ruthless. Heller turns the music
industry inside out, exposing its strange logic and larger-than-life personalities.
Ruthless provides keen insight into the popular music scene, with an
unforgettable portrait of its rollicking excesses, life-churning drama, and
multimillion-dollar highs.
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"PAYBACK'S A BITCH, JERRY."

The words scrawled crudely across Jerry Heller's bedroom mirror that afternoon meant the rap wars had
suddenly escalated. In the battle of his life over the ragingly successful music label he had helped found,
Ruthless Records, Heller had seen death threats, strong-arming, and beatings. Now the violence had come
home when his enemies burglarized his house, jacked his Corvette, and left behind this sneering piece of
graffito.

Heller didn't get mad; he got even. Ruthless tells the explosive story of Jerry Heller's alliance with Eric
Wright, aka Eazy-E, one of the legends of rap music and a founding member of N.W.A., "the world's most
dangerous band." As a longtime music industry superagent, Heller had the skill and insight necessary to
guide N.W.A.'s cometlike rise to the top of the charts. Along the way there were raucous nationwide tours,
out-of-control MTV pool parties, and X-rated business meetings. Heller held on through the brutal shocks
and reversals of the Ruthless Records era, which saw the label being targeted by the FBI, and its principal
artists locked in bitter conflict, until a final turnaround placed Ruthless at the top of the heap once more.
Always in the middle of the whirlwind were Jerry and Eazy, an odd-couple pairing that represents one of the
deepest and most appealing stories in American music.

You don't have to be an N.W.A. fan to love Ruthless. Heller turns the music industry inside out, exposing its
strange logic and larger-than-life personalities. Ruthless provides keen insight into the popular music scene,
with an unforgettable portrait of its rollicking excesses, life-churning drama, and multimillion-dollar highs.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
"People had me thinking that I was coming to meet the devil," Dallas rapper J.R. Ewing once said to Jerry
Heller, long-time artist representative and a co-founder of Ruthless Records, home to N.W.A., Bone Thugs-
N-Harmony and Eazy-E, aka Eric Wright, Heller's partner and label co-founder. Heller's book is in part a
response to the anti-Semitic rhetoric thrown his way (especially by O'Shea Jackson, aka Ice Cube) and in
part a tribute to Eazy-E. Opening in 1991 with Eazy-E's betrayal by Dr. Dre-rap mogul Andre Young-the
bulk of the book covers Heller's work with rap artists, leaping back to Associated Booking in 1963, where he
cut his teeth. Heller's volume is a meandering but fascinating personal tour through the sordid underworld of
the music business, with its guns and grudges, drugs and bodyguards. Those familiar with Heller only as a
rap impresario may be surprised by the extent of his pop culture pedigree; he crossed paths with the likes of
Bill Graham and David Geffen, as well as Berry Gordy and Marvin Gaye. Written in an informal style,
including gritty conversations transcribed with scatological color intact, the book tracks the collision
between street-smart and business-savvy, presenting the prototypes for the rapper/entrepreneur figure that
currently dominates the scene-think Diddy or Jay-Z. This should appeal to anyone interested in the history of
the hip hop business. A brief discography is included.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

About the Author
Across five tumultuous decades, Jerry Heller has helped shape American popular music, breaking new
talent, developing new trends, and forging an industry-wide reputation as "the guy who gets there first." He
rose to prominence in the 1960s as a "superagent," importing Elton John and Pink Floyd for their first major
American tours, and representing Journey, Marvin Gaye, Joan Armatrading, Van Morrison, War, Average
White Band, ELO, Eric Burdon, and Crosby-Nash, among many others.

In the mid-1980s, Heller was the moving force and marketing genius behind the worldwide emergence of
West Coast rap music. He not only cofounded Ruthless Records with Eazy-E, but discovered, signed, or
managed the likes of N.W.A., The Black Eyed Peas, Above the Law, The D.O.C., and Bone Thugs-N-
Harmony. Jerry Heller lives in Calabasas, California, with his wife, Gayle, a Realtor for Sotheby's; his sister-
in-law, Vicki, an attorney; and their menagerie of animals.

Gil Reavill is a journalist, author, and screenwriter who lives in Westchester County, New York.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Theresa Gordon:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Ruthless: A Memoir. You can choose the best book if you
appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is important some sort of book Ruthless: A
Memoir. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right,
simply because from book you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will
be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily
open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored
to go to the library. Let's examine.



Tatum Martin:

Here thing why that Ruthless: A Memoir are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading a book
is good but it depends in the content than it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Ruthless: A
Memoir giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any publication out there but
there is no guide that similar with Ruthless: A Memoir. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open
up your own eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around
you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your means home by train. When you
are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Ruthless: A Memoir in e-book can be
your choice.

Tammy Pursell:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you go through a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Ruthless: A Memoir will give you a new experience in reading through a book.

Evan Reyes:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Ruthless: A Memoir which
is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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