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Editorial Review

Review
"I think the debate style approach offers the starting point that many classes are missing for the students to
engage with both the instructor and their fellow classmates."

"I am very excited about the list of special features! It seems like this textbook is grounded in a thought-out
pedagogical approach, with a special emphasis on fostering student-teacher interaction and critical
discussion. I very much like the idea of opening each chapter with a debate because this will get students'
attention as they will seek to assert their own position. Motivating students to pay attention and care about
the material is one of the hardest tasks in teaching government courses. Introducing controversial issues and
different sides of the debate is a good way to draw students into discussion, have them read, formulate
questions, etc. I also very much like the special feature on Critical Thinking. It encourages students to both
review the material and major concepts, as well as to think about them critically. The latter leaves room for
students to provide their input so they do not feel separated or alienated from the subject they study. In
democratic spirit, this lets them know that their opinion matters. Texas political and social media is another
fascinating feature of this textbook. In the age of technology and information students are more likely to take
interest in the subject when they can utilize internet resources. In addition, it provides students with a sense
of democratic citizenship because it shows them channels for expressing their views and hearing other
people's ideas on relevant issues. Take Action feature serves a similar purpose and it is such a pleasure to see
it included into the textbook. It provides students with starting resources to get involved without leaving their
room or computer screen. Chapter quizzes provided in the end are surely a great way to give students an
opportunity to self-test and it will be greatly appreciated by both students and instructors."

About the Author
William Earl Maxwell is a professor emeritus at San Antonio College, where he has taught courses in U.S.
and Texas government since 1971. Throughout his career Maxwell has focused on innovative teaching
techniques and improving the teaching and learning environments for students. As part of that effort, in 1975
Maxwell co-authored UNDERSTANDING TEXAS POLITICS, his first text on Texas government. He also
co-authored such texts as POLITICS IN TEXAS and THE CHALLENGE OF TEXAS POLITICS: TEXT
WITH READINGS. He completed his undergraduate and graduate work at Sam Houston State University.

Ernest Crain did his graduate work at the University of Texas at Austin, spent 35 years teaching Texas
government at San Antonio College, and now lives in Montgomery County, Texas. Crain has co-authored
UNDERSTANDING TEXAS POLITICS, POLITICS IN TEXAS: AN INTRODUCTION TO TEXAS
POLITICS, THE CHALLENGE OF TEXAS POLITICS: TEXT WITH READINGS, AMERICAN
GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS TODAY: TEXAS EDITION, and TEXAS POLITICS TODAY. His
special areas of interest include party competition, comparative state politics, and Texas public policy.

Adolfo Santos is the chair of the Department of Social Sciences at the University of Houston-Downtown and
Associate Professor of Political Science. Dr. Santos received a Ph.D. from the University of Houston in
1998. He is the author of DO MEMBERS OF CONGRESS REWARD THEIR FUTURE EMPLOYERS?:
EVALUATING THE REVOLVING DOOR SYNDROME. He also writes about Hispanic representation in
the U.S. Congress and the Texas legislature.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Johanna Hernandez:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have
spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What did you
do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question mainly because just their can
do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on
jardín de infancia until university need this kind of TX.GOV (with CourseMate Printed Access Card) (New,
Engaging Titles from 4LTR Press) to read.

Donald Perkins:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give you lot of
advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy read one with
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the TX.GOV (with CourseMate Printed Access
Card) (New, Engaging Titles from 4LTR Press) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Milan Allen:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
any time those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which
one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen with you if you take TX.GOV (with CourseMate Printed Access Card) (New, Engaging
Titles from 4LTR Press) as your daily resource information.

Gertrude Ponder:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you
know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. Different
categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra TX.GOV (with CourseMate
Printed Access Card) (New, Engaging Titles from 4LTR Press).
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