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Widukind, a monk at the prominent monastery of Corvey in Saxony during the
middle third of the tenth century, is known to posterity through his Res gestae
Saxonicae, an exceptionally rich account of the Saxon people and the reigns of
the first two rulers of the Ottonian dynasty, Henry I (919-936) and Otto I (936-
973). Widukind, likely of noble birth, received a thorough education in both
biblical and classical texts. When writing the Gestae, Widukind also had
available the extensive library at Corvey, with its large collection of ancient texts
as well as numerous works from the eighth and ninth centuries. Widukind drew
on these, and even more contemporary written sources to complement and inform
orally transmitted information that he received from many sources including
people closely associated with the Ottonian royal court. Widukind wrote the Res
gestae from the 950s to the 970s, incorporating additional material as he obtained
further information and as major new events took place in the German kingdom
and beyond. After providing a historical background for the Saxon people
Widukind devotes most of his attention to the political and military affairs of the
German kingdom, concentrating heavily on affairs of the royal court. Widukind
provides information that can be found in no other source. His close relationship
with the royal court enabled him to provide an "insider's" view of the people and
events that shaped the political and military history of the most powerful
kingdom in Europe. As a consequence, the Res gestae is an indispensable
account for the history of the German kingdom during the tenth century. Bernard
S. Bachrach and David S. Bachrach provide an introduction to the text that
contextualizes the author, his historical methods, and the information that he
provides. They draw on a large number of other written sources of information,
including both narrative works and the political, economic, social, and military
affairs of the day, and provide an extensive apparatus of notes.
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Bernard S. Bachrach is professor of history, ancient studies, religious studies, and
Jewish studies at the University of Minnesota. David S. Bachrach is associate
professor of history at the University of New Hampshire.
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provides information that can be found in no other source. His close relationship with the royal court enabled
him to provide an "insider's" view of the people and events that shaped the political and military history of
the most powerful kingdom in Europe. As a consequence, the Res gestae is an indispensable account for the
history of the German kingdom during the tenth century. Bernard S. Bachrach and David S. Bachrach
provide an introduction to the text that contextualizes the author, his historical methods, and the information
that he provides. They draw on a large number of other written sources of information, including both
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Editorial Review

About the Author
David S. Bachrach is associate professor of history at the University of New Hampshire

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Fuller:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means
that reserve has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as
well as exercise. Well, probably you will need this Deeds of the Saxons (Medieval Texts in Translation).

John James:

The book Deeds of the Saxons (Medieval Texts in Translation) can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book Deeds of the Saxons
(Medieval Texts in Translation)? Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim which
book can give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge
or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Deeds of
the Saxons (Medieval Texts in Translation) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Edna Vachon:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Deeds of the Saxons (Medieval Texts
in Translation), you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of
hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its called reading
friends.



Jesse Eriksen:

Beside this particular Deeds of the Saxons (Medieval Texts in Translation) in your phone, it might give you a
way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are going to
got here is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow commune.
It is good thing to have Deeds of the Saxons (Medieval Texts in Translation) because this book offers to your
account readable information. Do you at times have book but you do not get what it's interesting features of.
Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and
read it from currently!
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