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Nietzsche claimed to be a philosopher of the future, but he was appropriated as a
philosopher of Nazism. His work inspired a long study by Martin Heidegger and
essays by a host of lesser disciples attached to the Third Reich. In 1935, however,
Karl Jaspers set out to "marshall against the National Socialists the world of
thought of the man they had proclaimed as their own philosopher." The year after
publishing Nietzsche, Jaspers was discharged from his professorship at
Heidelberg University by order of the Nazi leadership.

Jaspers does not fall into the same trap as idealogues do, citing bits and pieces
from Nietzsche's work to reinforce already held opinions. Instead, he openly
shows the wide range of Nietzsche's views, including his endorsement of wars
and warriors, his prophecies of world struggle and "new masters," and the cruel
arrogance of the supermen. Yet Jaspers finds Nietzsche's philosophy to be
extraordinary not only because he foresaw all the monstrosities of the twentieth
century, but also because he saw through them.

"The appearance which Nietzsche's work presents can be expressed figuratively:
it is as though a mountain wall had been dynamited; the rock, already more or
less shaped, conveys the idea of a whole. But the building for the sake of which
the dynamiting seems to have been done has not been erected. However, the fact
that the work lies about like a heap of ruins does not appear to conceal its spirit
from the one who happens to have found the key to the possibilities of
construction; for him, many fragments fit together. But not unambiguously; many
functionally suitable pieces are present in numerous, only slightly varied
repetitions, others reveal themselves as precious and unique forms, as though
each were meant to furnish a cornerstone somewhere or a keystone for an
arch."?Karl Jaspers, from the introduction
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Editorial Review

Review

It stands as a classic: as a thorough reading of Nietzsche to be sure, and possibly also as an introduction to
Jaspers's thought. The translators have performed commendably.

(Review of Metaphysics)

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: German

About the Author

Karl Jaspers  (1883-1969), a founder of existentialism, studied law and medicine at the University of
Heidelberg in Germany, and received his M.D. in 1909. He taught psychiatry and philosophy at the
University of Heidelberg, and philosophy at the University of Basel in Switzerland. His books include
Psychology of World Views, and Philosophy.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Zachary Mason:

The feeling that you get from Nietzsche: An Introduction to the Understanding of His Philosophical Activity
will be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Nietzsche: An Introduction to the
Understanding of His Philosophical Activity giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article author
conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone who read that because the
author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase
well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
highly recommend you for having this Nietzsche: An Introduction to the Understanding of His Philosophical
Activity instantly.

Hattie Jasso:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Nietzsche: An Introduction to the Understanding of His Philosophical Activity your thoughts will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but
surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a publication then become one
application form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get before. The Nietzsche: An
Introduction to the Understanding of His Philosophical Activity giving you an additional experience more
than blown away the mind but also giving you useful info for your better life within this era. So now let us



show you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are
finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time
activity?

Rodney Hussey:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book,
and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for your requirements is Nietzsche: An Introduction to the Understanding of His Philosophical
Activity this publication consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This kind of book
was represented so why is the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is
easy to understand. The particular writer made some study when he makes this book. That is why this book
suitable all of you.

Tyler Dean:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Nietzsche: An Introduction to the
Understanding of His Philosophical Activity can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You
are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these books have than the others?
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