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Reuchlin’s keen interest in Jewish mysticism resulted in the original publication
of this work in 1517. The first part of this dialogue reflects on messianism, the
second part on the relation of the Pythagorean system to the Kabbalah, and the
third on the "practical Kabbalah."
 
The German humanist Johann Reuchlin (1455-1522) defended the value of
Jewish scholarship and literature when it was unwise and unpopular to do so. As
G. Lloyd Jones points out, "A marked mistrust of the Jews had developed among
Christian scholars during the later Middle Ages. It was claimed that the rabbis
had purposely falsified the text of the Old Testament and given erroneous
explanations of passages which were capable of a christological interpretation."
Christian scholars most certainly did not advocate learning the Hebrew language.
 
Reuchlin was exceptional in pursuing and promoting Hebrew studies, believing
that a working knowledge of that language was essential for a true appreciation
of the Bible and rabbinic literature. Refusing to join Christian contemporaries
who wished to destroy the Kabbalah and the Talmud, he spoke out against
ignorance. Christians could have a useful dialogue with Jews if they gained a
thorough knowledge of the writings of Jewish exegetes and philosophers.
Toward that end he proposed university endowments that aroused the fury of
opponents and led to the famous "battle of the books."
 
Reuchlin's keen interest in Jewish mysticism resulted in the publication of De
arte cabalistica in 1517. The first part of this dialogue reflects on messianism, the
second part on the relation of the Pythagorean system to the Kabbalah, and tdhe
third on the "practical Kabbalah." According to Jones, "Reuchlin demonstrates
how Christians can make profitable use of Jewish mystical writings, and
therefore shares with the reader his understanding of the art of the Kabbalah."
That art will reach more readers in this modern English-language translation by
Martin and Sarah Goodman. It reinforces the historical importance of the man
who prevented the destruction of Jewish books and anticipated the more liberal
climate of the Reformation.
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Reuchlin’s keen interest in Jewish mysticism resulted in the original publication of this work in 1517. The
first part of this dialogue reflects on messianism, the second part on the relation of the Pythagorean system to
the Kabbalah, and the third on the "practical Kabbalah."
 
The German humanist Johann Reuchlin (1455-1522) defended the value of Jewish scholarship and literature
when it was unwise and unpopular to do so. As G. Lloyd Jones points out, "A marked mistrust of the Jews
had developed among Christian scholars during the later Middle Ages. It was claimed that the rabbis had
purposely falsified the text of the Old Testament and given erroneous explanations of passages which were
capable of a christological interpretation." Christian scholars most certainly did not advocate learning the
Hebrew language.
 
Reuchlin was exceptional in pursuing and promoting Hebrew studies, believing that a working knowledge of
that language was essential for a true appreciation of the Bible and rabbinic literature. Refusing to join
Christian contemporaries who wished to destroy the Kabbalah and the Talmud, he spoke out against
ignorance. Christians could have a useful dialogue with Jews if they gained a thorough knowledge of the
writings of Jewish exegetes and philosophers. Toward that end he proposed university endowments that
aroused the fury of opponents and led to the famous "battle of the books."
 
Reuchlin's keen interest in Jewish mysticism resulted in the publication of De arte cabalistica in 1517. The
first part of this dialogue reflects on messianism, the second part on the relation of the Pythagorean system to
the Kabbalah, and tdhe third on the "practical Kabbalah." According to Jones, "Reuchlin demonstrates how
Christians can make profitable use of Jewish mystical writings, and therefore shares with the reader his
understanding of the art of the Kabbalah." That art will reach more readers in this modern English-language
translation by Martin and Sarah Goodman. It reinforces the historical importance of the man who prevented
the destruction of Jewish books and anticipated the more liberal climate of the Reformation.
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English, Latin
Original Language: French

About the Author

In addition to an introduction by G. Lloyd Jones, this edition of On the Art of the Kabbalah features a new
introduction by Moshe Idel, a professor at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem and the author of many
books, including Kabbalah: New Perspectives.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dorothy Payne:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you is
you don't know what kind you should start with. This On the Art of the Kabbalah: (De Arte Cabalistica) is
our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

Richard Horgan:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This On the Art of the Kabbalah: (De Arte Cabalistica) book is readable
through you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable studying
experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer connected
with On the Art of the Kabbalah: (De Arte Cabalistica) content conveys prospect easily to understand by
many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different in the
form of it. So , do you continue to thinking On the Art of the Kabbalah: (De Arte Cabalistica) is not loveable
to be your top checklist reading book?

William McDowell:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that need
more time to be examine. On the Art of the Kabbalah: (De Arte Cabalistica) can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.



Bruno Reed:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to
do is just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in the top
record in your reading list is definitely On the Art of the Kabbalah: (De Arte Cabalistica). This book that is
certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking
way up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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