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Artist-explorer John Mix Stanley (1814–1872), one of the most celebrated
chroniclers of the American West in his time, was in a sense a victim of his own
success. So highly regarded was his work that more than two hundred of his
paintings were held at the Smithsonian Institution—where in 1865 a fire
destroyed all but seven of them. This volume, featuring a comprehensive
collection of Stanley’s extant art, reproduced in full color, offers an
opportunity—and ample reason—to rediscover the remarkable accomplishments
of this outsize figure of nineteenth-century American culture.

Originally from New York State, Stanley journeyed west in 1842 to paint Indian
life. During the U.S.-Mexican War, he joined a frontier military expedition and
traveled from Santa Fe to California, producing sketches and paintings of the
campaign along the way—work that helped secure his fame in the following
decades. He was also appointed chief artist for Isaac Stevens’s survey of the 48th
parallel for a proposed transcontinental railroad. The essays in this volume, by
noted scholars of American art, document and reflect on Stanley’s life and work
from every angle. The authors consider the artist’s experience on government
expeditions; his solo tours among the Oregon settlers and western and Plains
Indians; and his career in Washington and search for government patronage, as
well as his individual works.

With contributions by Emily C. Burns, Scott Manning Stevens, Lisa Strong,
Melissa Speidel, Jacquelyn Sparks, and Emily C. Wilson, the essays in this
volume convey the full scope of John Mix Stanley’s artistic accomplishment and
document the unfolding of that uniquely American vision throughout the artist’s
colorful life. Together they restore Stanley to his rightful place in the panorama
of nineteenth-century American life and art.
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Artist-explorer John Mix Stanley (1814–1872), one of the most celebrated chroniclers of the American West
in his time, was in a sense a victim of his own success. So highly regarded was his work that more than two
hundred of his paintings were held at the Smithsonian Institution—where in 1865 a fire destroyed all but
seven of them. This volume, featuring a comprehensive collection of Stanley’s extant art, reproduced in full
color, offers an opportunity—and ample reason—to rediscover the remarkable accomplishments of this
outsize figure of nineteenth-century American culture.

Originally from New York State, Stanley journeyed west in 1842 to paint Indian life. During the U.S.-
Mexican War, he joined a frontier military expedition and traveled from Santa Fe to California, producing
sketches and paintings of the campaign along the way—work that helped secure his fame in the following
decades. He was also appointed chief artist for Isaac Stevens’s survey of the 48th parallel for a proposed
transcontinental railroad. The essays in this volume, by noted scholars of American art, document and reflect
on Stanley’s life and work from every angle. The authors consider the artist’s experience on government
expeditions; his solo tours among the Oregon settlers and western and Plains Indians; and his career in
Washington and search for government patronage, as well as his individual works.

With contributions by Emily C. Burns, Scott Manning Stevens, Lisa Strong, Melissa Speidel, Jacquelyn
Sparks, and Emily C. Wilson, the essays in this volume convey the full scope of John Mix Stanley’s artistic
accomplishment and document the unfolding of that uniquely American vision throughout the artist’s
colorful life. Together they restore Stanley to his rightful place in the panorama of nineteenth-century
American life and art.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Peter H. Hassrick is Director Emeritus and Senior Scholar at the Buffalo Bill Center of the West. He is the
author, coauthor, or editor of many publications, including Frederic Remington: A Catalogue Raisonné II,
Painted Journeys: The Art of John Mix Stanley, and In Contemporary Rhythm: The Art of Ernest L.
Blumenschein.

Bruce B. Eldridge is Executive Director and CEO of the Buffalo Bill Center of the West in Cody,
Wyoming.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Diana Pearson:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Painted Journeys: The Art of John Mix Stanley
(The Charles M. Russell Center Series on Art and Photography of the American West). You can choose the
best book if you want reading a book. As long as we know about how is important the book Painted
Journeys: The Art of John Mix Stanley (The Charles M. Russell Center Series on Art and Photography of the
American West). You can add information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely
right, mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you
will be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily
open a book or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored
stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Kimberly Wheatley:

Here thing why this specific Painted Journeys: The Art of John Mix Stanley (The Charles M. Russell Center
Series on Art and Photography of the American West) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all
looking at a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is as delightful as
food or not. Painted Journeys: The Art of John Mix Stanley (The Charles M. Russell Center Series on Art
and Photography of the American West) giving you information deeper including different ways, you can
find any publication out there but there is no reserve that similar with Painted Journeys: The Art of John Mix
Stanley (The Charles M. Russell Center Series on Art and Photography of the American West). It gives you
thrill examining journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which
is maybe can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or
even in your approach home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe



the form of Painted Journeys: The Art of John Mix Stanley (The Charles M. Russell Center Series on Art and
Photography of the American West) in e-book can be your option.

Charles Bock:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to test look
for book, may be the guide untitled Painted Journeys: The Art of John Mix Stanley (The Charles M. Russell
Center Series on Art and Photography of the American West) can be very good book to read. May be it is
usually best activity to you.

Bruce Williamson:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Painted Journeys: The Art of John Mix
Stanley (The Charles M. Russell Center Series on Art and Photography of the American West) which is
getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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