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"Since the earliest days," writes Richard Chase in this classic study, "the
American novel, in its most original and characteristic form, has worked out its
destiny and defined itself by incorporating an element of romance." In his
detailed study of works by Charles Brockden Brown, James Fenimore Cooper,
Nathaniel Hawthorne, Herman Melville, Mark Twain, Henry James, Frank
Norris, George Washington Cable, William Dean Howells, F. Scott Fitzgerald,
and William Faulkner, Chase identifies and traces this tradition through two
centuries of American literature.

The best novelists, he argues, have found uses for romance beyond the escapism,
fantasy, and sentimentality often associated with it. Through romance, these
writers mirror the extremes of American culture?he Puritan melodrama of good
and evil, or the pastoral idyll inspired by the American wilderness.
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"Since the earliest days," writes Richard Chase in this classic study, "the American novel, in its most original
and characteristic form, has worked out its destiny and defined itself by incorporating an element of
romance." In his detailed study of works by Charles Brockden Brown, James Fenimore Cooper, Nathaniel
Hawthorne, Herman Melville, Mark Twain, Henry James, Frank Norris, George Washington Cable, William
Dean Howells, F. Scott Fitzgerald, and William Faulkner, Chase identifies and traces this tradition through
two centuries of American literature.

The best novelists, he argues, have found uses for romance beyond the escapism, fantasy, and sentimentality
often associated with it. Through romance, these writers mirror the extremes of American culture?he Puritan
melodrama of good and evil, or the pastoral idyll inspired by the American wilderness.
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Editorial Review
About the Author

Richard Chase, author of Quest for Myth, Herman Melville, Emily Dickinson, Walt Whitman Reconsidered,
and other books, was a member of the English department faculty at Columbia University until his death in
1962.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Lucille Renner:

Now aday people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this The American Novel and Its Tradition book
because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred % guarantees
thereisno doubt in it everbody knows.

Terrance Oneal:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyonein
everywhere. The information can be ainformation or any news even a praoblem. What people must be
consider when those information which isinside the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take The American Novel and Its Tradition as the daily
resource information.

Martha Bryant:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic asin the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be The American Novel and Its Tradition why because the
fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or
content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly guide you
to pick up this book.



Jessie Davis:

Beside thiskind of The American Novel and Its Tradition in your phone, it could give you away to get
closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will got hereisfresh
through the oven so don't be worry if you fedl like an old people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have
The American Novel and Its Tradition because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often
have book but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this
within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use
you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from today!
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