
The Hole in Our Gospel: What Does God
Expect of Us? The Answer That Changed My
Life and Might Just Change the World

By Richard Stearns

The Hole in Our Gospel: What Does God Expect of Us? The Answer That
Changed My Life and Might Just Change the World By Richard Stearns

WHAT DOES GOD EXPECT OF US? 

Is our faith just about going to church, studying the Bible and avoiding the most
serious sins?or does God expect more?

Have we embraced the whole gospel or a gospel with a hole in it?

Ten years ago, Rich Stearns came face-to-face with that question as he sat in
a mud hut in Rakai, Uganda, listening to the heartbreaking story of an
orphaned child. Stearns’ journey there took much more than a long flight to
Africa. It took answering God’s call on his life, a call that tore him out of his
corner office at one of America’s most prestigious corporations?to walk with the
poorest of the poor in our world.

The Hole in Our Gospel is the compelling true story of a corporate CEO who
setaside worldly success for something far more significant, and discovered the
full power of the gospel of Jesus Christ to change his own life. He uses his
journey to demonstrate how the gospel?the whole gospel?was always meant  to
be a world changing social revolution, a revolution that begins with us.

ECPA 2010 Christian Book of the Year Award Winner!

“Read this compelling story and urgent call for change?Richard Stearns is a
contemporary Amos crying ‘let justice roll down like waters….’  Justice is a
serious gospel-prophetic mandate.  Far too many American Christians for too
long a time have left the cause to ‘others.’  Read it as an altar call.”
--Eugene H. Peterson, translator of The Message, Professor Emeritus of
Spiritual Theology, Regent College, Vancouver, BC

“Rich Stearns calls us to exhilarating obedience to God’s life-altering, world-
changing command to reflect his love to our neighbors at home and globally. The
Hole in Our Gospel is imbued with the hope of what is possible when God’s
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people are transformed to live radically in light of his great love."
--Gary Haugen, President & CEO, International Justice Mission 

“Richard Stearns is quite simply one of the finest leaders I have ever known....
When he became president of World Vision I had a front row seat to witness the
way God used his mind and heart to inspire thousands.... His new book, The Hole
In Our Gospel will call you to a higher level of discipleship.... Now is the
time...Richard Stearns has the strategy...your move!”
--Bill Hybels, Founding and Senior Pastor, Willow Creek Community
Church, South Barrington, IL

“Rich Stearns has given us a book that makes absolutely clear what God hopes
for and expects from each of us.... He reminded me of my personal
responsibilities and the priority I must give them and also where life’s true
rewards and fulfillment are to be found.”
--Jim Morris, former executive director, United Nations World Food
Program

"World Vision plays a strategic role on our globe. As the largest relief
organization in the history of the world, they initiate care and respond to crisis.
Rich Stearns navigates this mercy mission with great skill. His book urges us to
think again about the opportunity to love our neighbor and comfort the afflicted.
His message is timely and needed. May God bless him, the mission of World
Vision and all who embrace it."
--Max Lucado, author of 3:16?The Numbers of Hope, Minister of Writing
and Preaching, Oak Hills Church, San Antonio, TX

“With passionate urging and earnestness, Rich Stearns challenges Christians to
embrace the whole Gospel of Jesus Christ by embracing the neediest and most
vulnerable among us.  After reading the moving stories, the compelling facts and
figures, and Stearns’ excellent application of scripture and his own experiences at
World Vision, you will no doubt be asking yourself: What should I do?”
--Chuck Colson, Founder, Prison Fellowship
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Have we embraced the whole gospel or a gospel with a hole in it?
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The Hole in Our Gospel is the compelling true story of a corporate CEO who setaside worldly success for
something far more significant, and discovered the full power of the gospel of Jesus Christ to change his own
life. He uses his journey to demonstrate how the gospel?the whole gospel?was always meant  to be a world
changing social revolution, a revolution that begins with us.
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“Read this compelling story and urgent call for change?Richard Stearns is a contemporary Amos crying ‘let
justice roll down like waters….’  Justice is a serious gospel-prophetic mandate.  Far too many American
Christians for too long a time have left the cause to ‘others.’  Read it as an altar call.”
--Eugene H. Peterson, translator of The Message, Professor Emeritus of Spiritual Theology, Regent
College, Vancouver, BC

“Rich Stearns calls us to exhilarating obedience to God’s life-altering, world-changing command to reflect
his love to our neighbors at home and globally. The Hole in Our Gospel is imbued with the hope of what is
possible when God’s people are transformed to live radically in light of his great love."
--Gary Haugen, President & CEO, International Justice Mission 

“Richard Stearns is quite simply one of the finest leaders I have ever known.... When he became president of
World Vision I had a front row seat to witness the way God used his mind and heart to inspire thousands....
His new book, The Hole In Our Gospel will call you to a higher level of discipleship.... Now is the
time...Richard Stearns has the strategy...your move!”
--Bill Hybels, Founding and Senior Pastor, Willow Creek Community Church, South Barrington, IL

“Rich Stearns has given us a book that makes absolutely clear what God hopes for and expects from each of
us.... He reminded me of my personal responsibilities and the priority I must give them and also where life’s
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--Jim Morris, former executive director, United Nations World Food Program

"World Vision plays a strategic role on our globe. As the largest relief organization in the history of the
world, they initiate care and respond to crisis. Rich Stearns navigates this mercy mission with great skill. His
book urges us to think again about the opportunity to love our neighbor and comfort the afflicted. His
message is timely and needed. May God bless him, the mission of World Vision and all who embrace it."
--Max Lucado, author of 3:16?The Numbers of Hope, Minister of Writing and Preaching, Oak Hills
Church, San Antonio, TX

“With passionate urging and earnestness, Rich Stearns challenges Christians to embrace the whole Gospel of
Jesus Christ by embracing the neediest and most vulnerable among us.  After reading the moving stories, the
compelling facts and figures, and Stearns’ excellent application of scripture and his own experiences at
World Vision, you will no doubt be asking yourself: What should I do?”
--Chuck Colson, Founder, Prison Fellowship
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Richard Stearns brought nearly 25 years of corporate experience to World Vision when he became its
president in June 1998.Stearns holds a bachelor's degree form Cornell University and an MBA form
theWharton School at the University of Pennsylvania. His professional career began in marketing with the
Gillette Company. From 1977 to 1985, he held various roles with Parker Brothers Games, culminating in his
appointment as president in 1984. In 1985, he became a vice president at The Franklin Mint, then joined
Lenox in 1987 as president of Lenox Collections. In 1995, Stearns was named president and chief executive
officer of Lenox Inc. As president of World Vision Inc., Stearns is responsible for U.S. operations, which
include fund raising, advocacy, and program development.Stearns and his wife, Renee, have been World
Vision supporters since 1984. The couple has five children and live in Bellevue, Washington.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marvin Gamez:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
the information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them is
this The Hole in Our Gospel: What Does God Expect of Us? The Answer That Changed My Life and Might
Just Change the World.

Leslie Hackett:

The actual book The Hole in Our Gospel: What Does God Expect of Us? The Answer That Changed My
Life and Might Just Change the World has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a
lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes some research ahead of
write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can get the point easily after looking over this book.

Jill White:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled The Hole in Our Gospel: What Does God Expect of Us? The Answer That Changed My Life and
Might Just Change the World your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and
every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every single word
written in a book then become one web form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get



before. The The Hole in Our Gospel: What Does God Expect of Us? The Answer That Changed My Life and
Might Just Change the World giving you an additional experience more than blown away your head but also
giving you useful facts for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at
this point is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a.
Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

John Rivera:

You can spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This The Hole in Our Gospel: What Does God
Expect of Us? The Answer That Changed My Life and Might Just Change the World is simple to deliver you
can read it in the area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often
the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save typically
the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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