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In 1975, a young high school teacher took the stage at a prayer meeting in a
southwestern Korean city to recite a poem called "The Winter Republic." The
poem became an anthem against the military dictatorship of Park Chung Hee and
his successors; the poet, however, soon found himself in court and then in prison
for saddling the authoritarian state with such a memorable moniker. This unique
book weaves together literary works, biographical accounts, institutional
histories, trial transcripts, and personal interviews to tell the powerful story of
how literature became a fierce battleground against authoritarian rule during one
of the darkest periods in South Korea's history.

Park Chung Hee's military dictatorship was a time of unparalleled political
oppression. It was also a time of rapid and unprecedented economic
development. Against this backdrop, Youngju Ryu charts the growing activism
of Korean writers who interpreted literature's traditional autonomy as a clarion
call to action, an imperative to intervene politically in the name of art. Each of
the book's four chapters is devoted to a single writer and organized around a
trope central to his work. Kim Chi-ha's "bandits," satirizing Park's dictatorship;
Yi Mun-gu's "neighbor," evoking old nostalgia and new anxieties; Cho Se-h?i's
dwarf, representing the plight of the urban poor; and Hwang Sok-yong's labor
fiction, the supposed herald of the proletarian revolution. Ending nearly two
decades of an implicit ban on socially engaged writing, literature of the period
became politicized not merely in content and form, but also as an institution.

Writers of the Winter Republic emerged as the conscience of their troubled yet
formative times. A question of politics lies at the heart of this book, which seeks
to understand how and why a time of political oppression and censorship
simultaneously expanded the practice and everyday relevance of literature. By
animating the lives and works of the men who shaped this period, the book offers
readers an illuminating literary, cultural, and political history of the era.
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In 1975, a young high school teacher took the stage at a prayer meeting in a southwestern Korean city to
recite a poem called "The Winter Republic." The poem became an anthem against the military dictatorship of
Park Chung Hee and his successors; the poet, however, soon found himself in court and then in prison for
saddling the authoritarian state with such a memorable moniker. This unique book weaves together literary
works, biographical accounts, institutional histories, trial transcripts, and personal interviews to tell the
powerful story of how literature became a fierce battleground against authoritarian rule during one of the
darkest periods in South Korea's history.

Park Chung Hee's military dictatorship was a time of unparalleled political oppression. It was also a time of
rapid and unprecedented economic development. Against this backdrop, Youngju Ryu charts the growing
activism of Korean writers who interpreted literature's traditional autonomy as a clarion call to action, an
imperative to intervene politically in the name of art. Each of the book's four chapters is devoted to a single
writer and organized around a trope central to his work. Kim Chi-ha's "bandits," satirizing Park's
dictatorship; Yi Mun-gu's "neighbor," evoking old nostalgia and new anxieties; Cho Se-h?i's dwarf,
representing the plight of the urban poor; and Hwang Sok-yong's labor fiction, the supposed herald of the
proletarian revolution. Ending nearly two decades of an implicit ban on socially engaged writing, literature
of the period became politicized not merely in content and form, but also as an institution.

Writers of the Winter Republic emerged as the conscience of their troubled yet formative times. A question
of politics lies at the heart of this book, which seeks to understand how and why a time of political
oppression and censorship simultaneously expanded the practice and everyday relevance of literature. By
animating the lives and works of the men who shaped this period, the book offers readers an illuminating
literary, cultural, and political history of the era.
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Editorial Review

Review
The Winter Republic was a label given by a dissident poet to the dictatorial rule of the South Korean leader
Park Chung-hee. . . . This beautifully written book analyzes the work of four other authors whose fiction and
poetry exposed political oppression and social injustice during that time. Ryu s close readings bring these
fascinating works alive even for those who don t read Korean.-- "Foreign Affairs"

This is a riveting, beautifully written account of literature that was created in a harrowing situation yet
remained focused and clear. . . . This is a necessary study of literature as a vehicle for political change,
beyond Park's Korea as well as in it. Essential.-- "CHOICE"

"The Winter Republic" was a label given by a dissident poet to the dictatorial rule of the South Korean leader
Park Chung-hee. . . . This beautifully written book analyzes the work of four other authors whose fiction and
poetry exposed political oppression and social injustice during that time. Ryu's close readings bring these
fascinating works alive even for those who don't read Korean.-- "Foreign Affairs"

Review
This is a riveting, beautifully written account of literature that was created in a harrowing situation yet
remained focused and clear. . . . This is a necessary study of literature as a vehicle for political change,
beyond Park’s Korea as well as in it. Essential. (CHOICE)

“The Winter Republic” was a label given by a dissident poet to the dictatorial rule of the South Korean
leader Park Chung-hee. . . . This beautifully written book analyzes the work of four other authors whose
fiction and poetry exposed political oppression and social injustice during that time. Ryu’s close readings
bring these fascinating works alive even for those who don’t read Korean. (Foreign Affairs)

Review
Youngju Ryu offers a vivid portrait of the period from the early 1960s to the early 1990s through accounts of
the literary debates of those decades. It is a riveting rendition of a dramatic war against one of the most
authoritarian regimes in modern history, a war waged by poets and writers whose ability to inspire and ignite
people’s imaginations grew so powerful that many of them were jailed and tortured and, in some cases,
sentenced to death. Brilliant and beautifully written, her discussions of the texts are informed by her wide
and deep knowledge of Korean history, language, and culture. (Elaine H. Kim, University of California,
Berkeley)

Writers of the Winter Republic shows how anyone interested in the political economy of Korea needs to start
reading poetry and novels. As Youngju Ryu demonstrates in these elegant and riveting pages, it was
literature that provided the heart and conscience of anti-authoritarian resistance, giving voice to wider social
forces during an era of military suppression and censorship. The sacrifices writers made together with their
marvelous texts capture better than any standard history the compelling and dramatic narratives of modern
Korea. This is literary history at its best. (Andre Schmid, University of Toronto)

Writers of the Winter Republic is a significant accomplishment. Youngju Ryu completely revises our
thinking about post-1945 South Korean literary history and the relations among politics, aesthetics, and
ethics. The impact of this book will be lasting. (Theodore Hughes, Columbia University)



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Peter Barba:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something
that they don't would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book Writers of the
Winter Republic: Literature and Resistance in Park Chung Hee's Korea. All type of book would you see on
many resources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Deborah Oneal:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while
is reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other
is high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Writers of the Winter
Republic: Literature and Resistance in Park Chung Hee's Korea book as nice and daily reading publication.
Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Tommy Cowen:

The knowledge that you get from Writers of the Winter Republic: Literature and Resistance in Park Chung
Hee's Korea will be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you
get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Writers of the Winter
Republic: Literature and Resistance in Park Chung Hee's Korea giving you enjoyment feeling of reading.
The author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the item
because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We advise you for having this particular Writers of the Winter Republic: Literature and
Resistance in Park Chung Hee's Korea instantly.

Marcella Cook:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
wide range of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity
do you have when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read is usually Writers of the Winter Republic: Literature and Resistance in Park Chung Hee's
Korea.
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